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Welcome Letter

Elf in Concert! ELF and all related characters and elements © & ™ New Line Productions, Inc. (s23). Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus, photo courtesy of Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus. 
Dave Koz, artwork courtesy of Live Nation. Jinx + DeLa Holiday Show, main artwork courtesy of AEG Presents. Chicago Sinfonietta, photo courtesy of Chicago Sinfonietta. 
Sugar Hill, main artwork by Ben Wiseman. Lindsey Stirling, main artwork courtesy of WME Agency. Terence Blanchard, photo courtesy of Epstein Fox Performances.

A GIFT TO 
REMEMBER 

  

Elf in Concert
NOV 25

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus: The Big 4-0, ho ho!
DEC 8

Dave Koz and Friends Christmas Tour 2023
DEC 9

The Jinkx & DeLa Holiday Show
DEC 10

Chicago Sinfonietta presents HOLIDAYS OF LIGHT
DEC 15

Sugar Hill: The Ellington/Strayhorn Nutcracker
DEC 19-30

Lindsey Stirling Snow Waltz Tour
DEC 31

Terence Blanchard: Film Scores LIVE!
JAN 13

AuditoriumTheatre.org
312.341.2300
@auditoriumtheatre

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 2023–24 season at the Auditorium Theatre!

We are overjoyed for you to join us tonight! Thanks friends like you, the Auditorium Theatre has captured hearts 
and sparked imaginations for 134 years through the magic and majesty of live performance. 

Community helps drive our mission at the Auditorium, and we are excited to celebrate the incredible season 
ahead, and honored to welcome so many fantastic dance companies that comprise the foundation of our artistic 
communities. 

We are especially grateful to Deeply Rooted Dance Theater who continue to reimagine contemporary dance 
with incredible works. The pieces they create are driven by the spirit of community and imbued with a commit-
ment to harnessing art as a tool for improving the world that we share. 

These values are exhibited in all of Deeply Rooted’s masterful works, but especially in Madonna Anno Domini 
celebrating its world-premiere on the Auditorium Theatre’s stage! The unyielding and evolving Civil Rights 
Movement, the struggle against discrimination, and the importance of ensuring all voices in our communities are 
heard are central themes of this powerful piece. 

Later this season, we welcome our friends Trinity Irish Dance Company and South Chicago Dance Theatre back 
to our stage. Each of these Chicago companies expand and redefine dance through unique styles and innovative 
and collaborative choreography. We also will have visits from New York’s Complexions Contemporary Ballet 
and MOMIX, as well as Spain’s Compañía Nacional de Danza and of course, Alvin Ailey American Dance  
Theater!

But community means more to us than what you see on our stage. At the Auditorium Theatre, we have a depart-
ment devoted to this crucial aspect of our mission. Our Creative Engagement Team works throughout all of 
Chicago’s communities to: implementing programs that teach the arts in our city’s schools, using the performing 
arts to provide healing for children who have experienced tragedy, and creating cultural experiences for groups 
who lack access to the world of the arts. 

The best way to maintain an ongoing presence in our community of arts-lovers and experience all that the 
Auditorium has to offer is by joining us as a subscriber, which gets you the best savings and the best seats in 
the house. Visit AuditoriumTheatre.org to learn more!

As vital members of our community, the Auditorium Theatre’s Board of Directors and staff thank you for your 
continued support and attendance! Let’s come together—as a community—and enjoy another fantastic season! 

ENJOY THE SHOW!

Cover: Joffrey Company Artists Amanda Assucena and Alberto Velazquez in Birthday Variations, photo by Cheryl Mann.
Inset: Rich Regan and Thomas R. Baryl, photos by Julia Nash Photography.

Rich Regan
Cheif Executive Officer

Thomas R. Baryl 
Chair, Auditorium Theatre Board of Directors
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Auditorium Theatre
Staff and Board Members 

STAFF
Rich Regan, Chief Executive Officer
Rachel Freund, Chief Financial Officer
Judie Moore Green,
    Chief Development Officer
Juliet Trieloff, General Manager

Finance & Administration
Denise Cosman, Director of Finance
Ivonne Romo, Finance Manager
Ben Werner, Board Liaison and
    Assistant to the CEO

Development
Kevin Fitzpatrick, Senior Director
    of Development
Rebecca Snedeker-Meier,
    Development Operations and
    Events Manager
Linda Zhang, Institutional Giving
    Associate

Marketing
Alex Cadice, Director of Marketing
    and Communications
Mary Crylen, Marketing and
    Communications Manager
Kenya Thames, Digital Content
    Communications Manager
Carol Fox & Associates, Marketing
The Silverman Group Inc.,
    Public Relations

Programming
Matt Rucins, Senior Talent Buyer
Marisa C. Santiago, Producing
    Director of Artistic Programming
Lionell Moore, Booking and
    Events Manager

Box Office
Mary Mazza, Box Office Treasurer
Scott Zissman, Assistant Box Office
    Treasurer

Ticketing
Ryan Neil, Ticket Services Associate
Helen Zorn, Ticket Services Associate

Creative Engagement
Jeff Gandy, Director of Creative
    Engagement and Education
Grace Radelet,
    Creative Engagement Associate

Production & Operations
Geri LaGiglio, Director of Food &
    Beverage and Custodial Operations
Victoria Gilbert, Front of House
    Manager
Georgia Dimas,
    Production Coordinator
Steve Lange, Carpenter and Steward
Pat Donahue, Jr., Electrician
Brad Friebolin, Audio Engineer
Jay Finnegan, Properties
Matthew Sulzmann, Flyman
Marie A. Cali,* Theatre Manager
    Emeritus

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas R. Baryl, Chair
Patti S. Eylar, Vice-Chair
Roderick K. Hawkins, Vice-Chair
Kevin Hoecker, Treasurer
Bruce Crown, Secretary

Mike Aden
Tremaine Atkinson
Kristina Blaschek
Joan Colmar
John D’Alessandro
Kevin Dunphy
Trudi Gentry
Robert Gordon
Annette C.M. Guzman
Kevin Hampton, PhD
Nicole Hayes
Katherine C. Lin
Ali Malekzadeh
Matt McNicholas
Helen Hall Melchior
Megan A. Morton
Marlena Peleo-Lazar
Rich Regan
Arlene Regnerus
Chris Schuba
Edward S. Weil III

Life Directors
Melvin Katten
Edward S. Weil Jr.*

Emeritus Directors
Charles R. Gardner
Ann Nash
Seymour Taxman

AUXILIARY BOARD
Executive Committee
Leah Marie Edwards, Secretary
Kylin Fisher, Chair Emeritus
Dr. Evan Fry, Treasurer
Acasia Gibson
Ariella Gibson
Sean Mallory
Megan A. Morton, Chair
Amanda Suchecki

General Body
Shaun Bourque
Alvin J. Boutte, Jr.
Shawnna Bowman
Ashley May Coussens
Aquisha Davis
Dennis Dent
Michael Ehlert
Katherine Claire Ferrini
Lexie Guccione
Alicia Nicole Johnson
Eva Lopez
Aisha Murff
Jessica Oakes
Melvin Osanya
Anna Rice
Austin Waddle
Johnny Walker
                  *Our friends remembered
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STAFF
Rich Regan, Chief Executive Officer
Rachel Freund, Chief Financial Officer
Judie Moore Green, 
  Chief Development Officer
Juliet Trieloff, General Manager

Finance & Administration
Denise Cosman, Director of Finance 
Ivonne Romo, Finance Manager
Ben Werner, Board Liaison and  
 Assistant to the CEO 

Development
Kevin Fitzpatrick, Senior Director  
 of Development
Rebecca Snedeker-Meier,    
  Development Operations and 

Events Manager
Linda Zhang, Institutional Giving  
 Associate

Marketing 
Alex Cadice, Director of Marketing  
 and Communications 
Mary Crylen, Marketing and  
 Communications Manager
Kenya Thames, Digital Content  
 Communications Manager
Carol Fox & Associates, Marketing
The Silverman Group Inc.,  
 Public Relations 

Programming 
Matt Rucins, Senior Talent Buyer
Marisa C. Santiago, Producing  
 Director of Artistic Programming
Lionell Moore, Booking and  
 Events Manager 

Box Office/Ticketing
Mary Mazza, Box Office Treasurer
Scott Zissman, Assistant Box Office  
 Treasurer
Ryan Neil, Ticket Services Associate
Helen Zorn, Ticket Services Associate

Creative Engagement
Jeff Gandy, Director of Creative  
 Engagement and Education
Grace Radelet,  
 Creative Engagement Associate

Production & Operations
Geri LaGiglio, Director of Food &  
 Beverage and Custodial Operations
Victoria Gilbert, Front of House  
 Manager
Georgia Dimas,  
 Production Coordinator
Steve Lange, Carpenter and Steward
Pat Donahue, Jr., Electrician
Brad Friebolin, Audio Engineer
Jay Finnegan, Properties
Matthew Sulzmann, Flyman
Marie A. Cali,* Theatre Manager 
 Emeritus

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas R. Baryl, Chair
Patti S. Eylar, Vice-Chair
Roderick K. Hawkins, Vice-Chair
Kevin Hoecker, Treasurer
Bruce Crown, Secretary 

Mike Aden
Tremaine Atkinson 
Kristina Blaschek 
Joan Colmar
John D’Alessandro
Kevin Dunphy
Leah Marie Edwards
Trudi Gentry
Robert Gordon
Annette C.M. Guzman 
Kevin Hampton, PhD 
Nicole Hayes
Katherine C. Lin
Ali Malekzadeh
Matt McNicholas
Helen Hall Melchior
Marlena Peleo-Lazar

Rich Regan
Arlene Regnerus
Chris Schuba
Edward S. Weil III
 
Life Directors
Melvin Katten 
Edward S. Weil Jr.* 

Emeritus Directors 
Charles R. Gardner 
Ann Nash 
Seymour Taxman

AUXILIARY BOARD
Executive Committee
Leah Marie Edwards, Chair
Katherine Claire Ferrini
Kylin Fisher, Chair Emeritus
Acasia Gibson
Ariella Gibson 
Lexie Guccione
Sean Mallory 
Megan A. Morton, Treasurer
Amanda Suchecki

General Body
Shaun Bourque 
Alvin J. Boutte, Jr.
Shawnna Bowman
Ashley May Coussens
Aquisha Davis 
Dennis Dent
Michael Ehlert
Dr. Evan Fry
Alicia Nicole Johnson
Eva Lopez
Molly Mehl
Aisha Murff
Jessica Oakes
Melvin Osanya
Anna Rice
Austin Waddle
Johnny Walker

*Our friends remembered

Auditorium Theatre Sponsors

The Auditorium Theatre is proud to acknowledge the following institutional partners for their generous support. 
Corporate, foundation, and government relationships are integral to the success of the Auditorium’s work on stage 
and in the community. This list is reflective of support from August 1, 2022 through September 20, 2023.

Our In-Kind Partners

Auditorium Theatre  
Staff and Board Members

The Lila H. 
Borgström 
Foundation

The Polsky 
Foundation

DCEO

JLC Colmar 
Foundation

The A. 
Montgomery Ward 

Foundation

Auditorium Theatre Sponsors
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PROGRAM 
)UNTOS 

1990 
Choreographer: Kevin lega Jeff 

Music: Pat Metheny 
Performed by: 

First Duet: Rebekah Kuczma and Mekeba Malik 
Quartet: Emani Drake and Ahmad Hill, Nyemah Stuart and Sam Ogunde 

Second Duet: Alyssa MacCullum and Louis Pearson 
Costume Design: Victoria Carat 

Lighting Design: Sarah Lackner 

Brought to life by the joyous rhythms of Pat Metheny's music, )unto 
[translation "Together"] is a jubilant dance of welcome. May our hearts 

unite as we enjoy this evening of dance together. 

53 INHALE 
2009 

Choreographer: Gary Abbott 
Music: Nico Muhly 

Performed by: Cherae Grimes, Joshua L. Ishmon, Mekeba Malik, 
Sam Ogunde, Taylor Ramos, Nyemah Stuart 

Costume Design: Victoria Carat 
Lighting Design: Sarah Lackner 

"Fifteen years ago, I crafted this piece as a heartfelt tribute to the artists 
in my life, a touching reminder of the cherished memories with those 

who collaborated with me and those who have since departed, and its 
emotional significance has only deepened with the passing years" 

-Gary Abbott

VESPERS 
1986 

Choreographer: Ulysses Dove 
Music: Mikel Rouse's "Quorum," the music for Ulysses Dove's Vespers, is 

available on iTunes. Performed by Mikel Rouse.© 1983 Mikel Rouse. 
All rights reserved. Published by Club Soda Music (ASCAP) 

Performed by (in order of appearance): Emani Drake, Taylor Ramos, 
Alyssa MacCullum, Heather Cagle, Rebekha Kuczma, Nyemah Stuart 

Costume Design: Ulysses Dove 
Redesigned: Lea Umberger 

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater Costume Construction: Victoria Carat 
Lighting Design: Sarah Lackner 
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LEADERSHIP 
Nicole Clarke-Springer I Artistic Director 
Nicole Clarke-Springer joined Deeply Rooted as an 
apprentice, then company member, shortly after graduating 
from Butler University. She joined Deeply's Artistic Team in 
2013 and was the company's Emerging Choreographer for 
the program "Generations." She traveled to South Africa 
for the JO MBA! Dance Festival in 2015, setting her work on 
Flatfoot Dance Company. She was Deeply's education director 
prior to becoming artistic director in 2019. She teaches and 

'---.__.._...._. choreographs around the country and is currently on staff at 
Northwestern University. 

Makeda Crayton I Executive Director 
Makeda Crayton, a Chicago native, began her dance training 
at Studio One Dance Theatre and refined her technique at 
Bryant Ballet, The Juilliard School, lnterlochen School of the 
Arts, and I.D.E.A.S.-Germany. Although dance has always been 
her first love, she chose to nurture her creative and analytical 
skills and earned a BS in biology from Clark Atlanta University. 
Functioning in dual capacities in front of and behind the curtain 
has been a hallmark of Crayton's career. While performing as a 
guest artist for Cape Dance Company in South Africa, she also 

served as repetiteur for world-renowned choreographer Christopher Huggins, 
and she returned to the tour of Disney's Aida in Taiwan as a dancer and assistant 
director. In 2021, she began working as Deeply Rooted's operations director and 
in 2023, she became executive director and looks forward to fulfilling Deeply 
Rooted's mission and vision. 

ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP 
Nicole Clarke-Springer 
Artistic Director 

Rebekah Kuczma 
Rehearsal Director 

ARTISTIC SUPPORT 
Ricky Davis 
Artistic Assistant 

RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHERS 
Gary Abbott 
Co-Founder 

Kevin lega Jeff 
Co-Founder/ Executive/ 
Artistic Director Emeritus 

Joshua L. Ishmon 

Scan the QR code for artistic leadership and resident 
choreographer bios. 
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performed with Mary Anthony, Pearl Lang, and Anna Sokolow. In 1973 he joined 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, where he quickly gained key roles and acclaim 
for his commanding presence, bright clarity of movement, and truthful dramatic 
intensity. Dove turned to choreography at Ailey's urging, and created the 1980 
solo Inside for Judith Jamison. He has choreographed for Royal Swedish Ballet, 
Dutch National Ballet, London Festival Ballet, American Ballet Theater, and New 
York City Ballet. His choreography was marked by its relentless speed, violent 
force, and daring eroticism. 

Keith Lee I Mama Rose 
Keith Lee is a master teacher and choreographer originating from the Bronx, 
New York where he trained at the High School of Performing Arts in NYC. In 
1969 Mr. Lee joined American Ballet Theatre and was promoted to the rank of 
soloist the following year. He then pursued his career at Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theatre as their ballet master. He has choreographed works for American 
Ballet Theatre, the Washington Ballet, the Geneva Ballet, the Oakland Ballet, the 
Garden State Ballet, Alvin Ailey Repertory Ensemble, the Lexington Ballet, and the 
Charlottesville Ballet. Mr. Lee now calls Central Virginia home, and continues to 
work as a freelance choreographer, teacher, and performing arts coordinator. Mr. 
Lee is excited to pioneer his new role of Director of Diversity & Inclusion for the 
Charlottesville Ballet. 

ABOUT 
Deeply Rooted Dance Theater reimagines and diversifies the aesthetics of 
contemporary dance by uniting modern, classical, American, and African­
American traditions in dance and storytelling. Through its uncompromising 
pursuit of excellence, Deeply Rooted demonstrates the transformative 
power of art and beauty through dance education, performance, and 
cultural enrichment in Chicago and on the world stage. 

Deeply Rooted is rooted in traditions of American and African-American 
dance, storytelling, and universal themes that spark a visceral experience 
and ignite an emotional response in diverse audiences worldwide. Deeply 
Rooted collaborates with nationally renowned choreographers, across the 
spectrum of modern, ballet, and African dance to reflect contemporary 
voices. 

STAFF AND BOARD 
ARTISTIC 

Nicole Clarke-Springer, Artistic Director 
Rebekah Kuczma, Rehearsal Director 

Ricky Davis, Artistic Assistant 
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PRIVATE 
AND GROUP 
TOURS ALSO 
AVAILABLE!

NATIONAL LANDMARK

BACKSTAGE 
TOURS

BOOK TODAY! 
theaud.us/tours

Please visit our website for 
current dates and times.

Purchase online or 
call 312.341.2300.
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$100,000+
Anonymous
Alphawood Foundation
Floy and Lee Barthel
Sonia Florian
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Illinois Department of Commerce and
    Economic Opportunity
Linda and Jim Mitchell Endowment
The Florian Fund

$50,000–$99,999
Thomas Baryl
City of Chicago Department of
    Cultural Affairs & Special Events
Deborah and Bruce Crown
Invenergy
John D. and Catherine T.
    MacArthur Foundation
Elizabeth and Matt McNicholas
The Polsky Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Darrell Windle and Dave Samber

$25,000–$49,999
CH Distillery
Joyce Chelberg
Pamela Crutchfield
Patti Eylar and Charlie Gardner
Ann and Tom Nash
National Endowment for the Arts
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Revada Foundation of the
    Logan Family

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Michael Aden and Dr. James D. Miller
Allstate Insurance Company
Avison Young
The Baryl Family
Scott Bauer
Kristina Blaschek
CIBC
Joan Colmar and Mitchell Sabshon
Marsha and Philip Dowd
Elissa Efroymson and Adnaan Hamid
Efroymson Family Fund

Annette C.M. Guzman
Roderick K. Hawkins
JLC Colmar Foundation
Graziela and John Kaufman
Lauri S. Bauer Foundation For
    Sudden Loss
Loop Auto Parks
Phil Lumpkin and Bill Tedford
Helen Hall Melchior
Anne and Keith Moffat
Danny Nikitas
Maria Pasquinelli
Marlena Peleo-Lazar and John Lazar
D. Elizabeth Price
Catharine and Chris Schuba
Nancy and Sy Taxman
Scott Taxman
Taxman Family Foundation
Ticketmaster
The Tony & Mary Ann Pasquinelli
    Foundation
Patty and Dan Walsh
The Walsh Group
Karen and Ed Weil, III

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
The A. Montgomery Ward
    Foundation, Bank of America,
    N.A., Co-Trustee
Amy and Matthew Benson
Virginia and Norman Bobins
Bulley & Andrews
Chicago Sinfonietta
Judy and Phil Curley
Amina J. Dickerson
Nikki Hayes
Jennifer and Kevin Hoecker
International Alliance of Theatrical
    Stage Employees Local Two
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Kameya, Inc.
Renee and Mel Katten
Elizabeth Liebman
The Lila H. Borgstrom Foundation
Matson Giving
Nash Disability Law
Kate Nash and Gustave Falciglia

Peoples Gas Community Fund
The Robert Thomas Bobins
    Foundation
Nicole Robinson
Don and Liz Thompson
The Van Dam Charitable Foundation
Anne Voshel and Gerald Nudo
Wells Fargo
William Blair

$2,500–$4,999
John P. Brazzale
Geneva and Robert* Calloway
Tammy and Rob Campbell
Gwendolyn Cohen
Angela D’Aversa
Friends of Marijo Gordon
Ted A. Grady and Dr. Ross Slotten
David D. Hiller
Bess-Catherine and Jim McCord
Kevin McGirr
Charmaine Morton
Afsaneh Nahavandi and
    Ali Malekzadeh
Thomas J. O’Keefe
Margaret and Dave Radelet
Amy and Rich Regan
Roosevelt University
Sofia Solomon
Janice Van Dyke and John Zeilstra
Virginia Tallman* and
    William Ziemann

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (6)
Alexion
Kathleen Amatangelo
Michael J. Anderson and
    J. Andrew Caruso
Sandra M. Bass
Stephen and
    Dr. Patricia Jones Blessman
Kathy and George Bliss
Linda and Eric Boasmond
Mary and Larry Boeder
Michelle T. Boone
Alvin J. Boutte, Jr.
Lauren Brown

Auditorium Theatre Donors
Reflects gifts received August 1, 2022 through September 20, 2023. If you have questions or concerns, please call 312.341.2382.

Caryn and Craig Caffarelli
Robert Callahan
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
Juliana Chyu and David Whitney
Cozen O’Connor
Joan Curto
Barbara M. Davis
Marie and David Dickson
Jennifer Edgcomb
The Edwards Family
Michael J. Ehlert
Ensemble Español Spanish
    Dance Theater
Evon D. & Jack H. Keck Foundation
Shelley and William Farley
Pam and Steve Fitzell
Rachel and James Freund
Ryan Garber
Larry Glowczewski
Judie and Richard Green
Dr. Kevin Hampton
Jaffe Dickerson Legal and
    Consulting, PC
Susan and Gary Janko
George Jewell
Amy and Kent Jidov
Jenny and David Jones
Louise Lane
Janet A. Lang
Leah Laurie
Deanne Rotfeld Levy and Mark Levy
Dr. Paul M. Lisnek
Commissioner Bill Lowry and
    Dr. Cheryl Watson-Lowry
Laura Lundin
Bill Michel and Mark Botelho
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. McCue III
Microsoft
Margaret E. Murphy
Roseanne and Gordon Nash
Sara and Pat Nash
Ken Norgan
Linda C. O’Bannon
Cheryl Tama Oblander and
    Scott Oblander
Nancy and Benjamin Randall
Michelle Rathel
Bobbie and John Riconosciuto

Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Brooke and Brett Schulze
Sara and Steve Schumann
Nancy Searle
Seyfarth & Shaw LLP
Dr. Ken Shanoff and Stephen Young
Dana Shepard Treister and
    Dr. Michael Roy Treister
Thomas G. Sinkovic
SpiderRock Holdings LLC
Amanda Suchecki
Susie and John Sultan
Linda C. Suter
Jan Viscum
Diane and Richard Weinberg
Jane Wells and Burt Ferrini
Nike B. Whitcomb and Jim
    McKechnie*
Lakita Garth Wright and
    C. Jeffrey Wright
Zimmerman Wealth
    Management, LLC

$500–$999
Anonymous (5)
Askia Ahmad
Rochelle Allen
Julianne and John E. Allerson
Apple
Ellen J. Benjamin and
    Frederick N. Bates
Debra Bernstein-Siegel
Markell Bridges
Conagra Brands Foundation
Marcia and Tom Fritz
Denise Michelle Gamble
Trudi Gentry
Robert and Julie Gordon
Carolyn and Charles Grantham
Gretchen Henninger
Dr. Nicole M. Hill
Jeannette Hoogestraat
Savannah, Connie, and Larry Koch
Leonard Koroski
Melody Luthra
Rudy Marcozzi
Dr. Stephanie Pace Marshall
Kirk G. McMurray

Wayne A. Moore Jr.
Connie and Dave Morrison
Isobel Neal
Tricia Needham and Mark Kelly
Janis and John Notz
Unmi Song
Jamila Thompson
Twardak Family
Nicole and Cory Wetzell
Robert Williams

$250–$499
Anonymous (4)
Bethel United Church of Christ
Jean Bruno
Amanda and Mike Byrne
Suzanne B. S. Challinor
Chicago Community Trust
Kylin Decker
Kimberly A. Douglass
Susan H. Evans and Peter Clarke
Fitzgerald Family Foundation
Angela and Kevin Fitzpatrick
Global Restoration Fund NFP
Glynis and David Hirsch
Donna Katz and David Howlett
Brendan Keane
Cynthia Kirk
Jennifer M. Krejci
Dr. Lynda Lane
Katherine C. Lin
Ruth Mandel
Maureen McGrath
Barb* and Glenn Morton
Megan A. Morton
Robert and Sarah Pauls
Linda and Harold Rosenson
Jan and Warren Rouse
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Deanna L. Stacy
Mary Beth and Jim Theiss
Bonita and David Turner
Bryan Vanderhoof
John Vinci
Leslie and Stephen Warner
I.B. and Tom Weil
W.W. Grainger, Inc.
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Auditorium Theatre Donors
Reflects gifts received August 1, 2022 through September 20, 2023. If you have questions or concerns, please call 312.341.2382.

$125–$249
Anonymous (9)
Lane Alexander and Iko Quraisin
Judith Andringa
James Atkinson
Michelle L. Bibbs
Frederick N. Carmean
Howard Clauser
Jeanette F. Cummings
Gene and Patty DeMuro
Patrick Donahue, Jr.
Margaret Dospiljulian,
    Dospil & Associates
Marilynne Felderman
Colleen Flanigan
Mr. Geoffrey A. Flick
Bernadette Foley and
    Richard Landgraff
Gary and Dionne Frantik
Judith R. Freeman
Juliet S. Goldsher M.D.
Venita E. Griffin
Karen and Mike Hale
Jennifer and Mark Hayford
Barbara Huyler
Karen Jared
Lois Jones and Tracey Scruggs
The Keiper Family
Alina T. and Konstanty E. Krylow
Raechel and Bruce Layman
Carleen Szafraniec Lorys and
    Jan Lorys
Mike R. Magliane
Mary and Anthony Mazza
Linda McBride
Jessica Oakes
Melvin Osanya
Mariliz and Spero Pines
Sandra Popik
Susan Ruder
Ann and Ray Rusnak
Miriam Basch Scott
Brian G. Smith and Geyer Morford
Subaru of America
The Saints
C. Tangorra
Mara Tapp

Irma Villarreal
Ben Werner
Kathy and Rich Wilders
Catie Wloch
Jessica Zakula
Sarah and Scott Zissman
Christopher Zunner
John Zuraw

       *Our friends remembered

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor
Given by Anonymous, In honor of
    Anatoly and Tatiana Kavitsky
Given by Lane Alexander and
    Iko Quraisin, In honor of Patti Eylar
    and Charlie Gardner
In honor of Amina Dickerson
    Anonymous
    Ellen J. Benjamin and
    Frederick N. Bates
    Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
    Jeanette F. Cummings
    Susan H. Evans and Peter Clarke
    Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. McCue III
    Brian G. Smith and Geyer Morford
    Jamila Thompson
Given by Margaret Dospiljulian,
    In honor of Astrid Dospil
Given by Marsha and Philip Dowd,
    In honor of Tom, Jim, Mary, Chris,
    and Michael Gossen
Given by Judie and Richard Green,
    In honor of the Auditorium’s
    Auxiliary Board
In honor of Judie Moore Green
    Raechel and Bruce Layman
    The Twardak Family
Given by Glynis and David Hirsch,
    In honor of Susan Gorman and
    John Van Duzer
Given by George Jewell, In honor of
    Helen Hall Melchior
Given by Jenny and David Jones,
    In honor of Rich Regan
Given by the Keiper Family,
    In honor of Jodie Arnaudov

Given by Savannah and Connie and
    Larry Koch, In honor of Amy
Given by Bess-Catherine and
    Jim McCord, In honor of Ann, Tom,
    and Julia Nash
In honor of Ann Nash
    Kathy and George Bliss
    Mary and Larry Boeder
    Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
    Connie and Dave Morrison
    Sara and Pat Nash
    Mariliz and Spero Pines
    Tom Zimmerman
Given by Cheryl Tama Oblander and
    Scott Oblander, In honor of Anne
    and Keith Moffat
Given by Nancy S. Searle,
    In honor of Tom Baryl
Given by Samuel Weinstein
    Family Foundation, In honor of
    Judah Shibata Weinstein
In honor of Darrell Windle
    James Atkinson
     Howard Clauser
     Barbara Huyler

In Memory
Given by Anonymous, In memory of
    Dorothy Baker
Given by Anonymous, In memory of
    Rosemary DeGrande
Given by Kathleen Amatangelo,
    In memory of Nicholas Amatangelo
Given by John P. Brazzale, In memory
    of John and Marilyn Brazzale
Given by Robert Callahan, In memory
    of Marie Cali and Marie O’Connor
Given by Barbara M. Davis,
    In memory of Michael Davis
Given by Patti Eylar and Charlie
    Gardner, In memory of Marie Cali
Given by Global Restoration Fund
    NFP, In memory of Thabiti Cartman
Given by Annette C.M. Guzman,
    In memory of Wayne A. Moore, Sr.
Given by Susan and Gary Janko,
    In memory of Joan K. Murphy
Given by Kameya, Inc., In memory of
    Jessica Mohr Buckner

Given by the Keiper Family,
    In memory of Ryan Arnaudov
Given by Savannah and Connie and
    Larry Koch, In memory of Matt
    Koch and Susie Johnson
Given by Ruth Mandel, In memory of
    Aileen Mandel
Given by Margaret E. Murphy,
    In memory of Charles Campbell
Given by Sandra Popik, In memory of
    John and Adeline Popik
Given by Mara Tapp, In memory of
    Michael Silverstein

DANCE PARTNERS
Michael Aden and Dr. James D. Miller
Michael J. Anderson and
    J. Andrew Caruso
Lauren Brown
Caryn and Craig Caffarelli
Vilma Y. Chan
Joyce Chelberg
Joan Colmar and Mitchell Sabshon
Pamela Crutchfield

Jennifer Edgcomb, Co-Chair
Patti Eylar and Charlie Gardner
Sonia Florian
Rachel and James Freund
Ted A. Grady and Dr. Ross Slotten
Louise Lane
Deanne Rotfeld Levy and Mark Levy
Phil Lumpkin
Laura Lundin
Kevin McGirr, Co-Chair
Helen Hall Melchior
Anne and Keith Moffat
Charmaine Morton
Ann and Tom Nash
Ken Norgan
Tom O’Keefe
Dana Shepard Treister and
    Dr. Michael Roy Treister
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Sofia Solomon
Linda C. Suter
Diane and Richard Weinberg
William Ziemann

ECHO SOCIETY
Evy J. and Robert A. Alsaker
Veronica and Brett Batterson
Gail Beedie
Gerry Berstell
Patricia and Laurence Booth
Patti Eylar and Charlie Gardner
John T. Geary*
Michael Goldberger
Dar Johnson
Renee and Mel Katten
Dr. Paul M. Lisnek
Kevin McGirr
Helen Hall Melchior
D. Elizabeth Price
Walter Renfftlen
Philip Slesur*
Brenda K. Sollitt*
Marsha and Ken* Tucker
Dia S. Weil and Edward S. Weil Jr.*
Nike B. Whitcomb and
    Jim McKechnie*
Darrell R. Windle
                 *Our friends remembered
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133 YEARS OF HISTORY AND COUNTING
Designed by Louis Sullivan and Dankmar Adler at the behest of Chicago 
businessman Ferdinand Peck, the theatre was immediately hailed as one of the 
most beautiful venues in the world, with its gilded elegance, graceful design, 
and perfect acoustics. Architectural giant Frank Lloyd Wright, who served as a 
draftsman on the project, would later note the Auditorium is: “The greatest room 
for music and opera in the world—bar none.” 

During its early decades, the Auditorium’s stage was the venue of choice 
for leading entertainers of the era, including John Philip Sousa and Sarah 

T. Washington. During WWII, our theatre was transformed into a Servicemen’s 
Center for recreation with indoor baseball games and even a bowling alley! 

Since the renovation in the late 1960s, the Auditorium earned a reputation as 
Chicago’s home for all entertainment. The stage showcased some of the most 
popular and iconic musical groups and performers in history, like Queen, James 
Brown, Dolly Parton, and David Bowie, along with world-renowned dance 
companies like Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, the Bolshoi Ballet, and The 

musicals like Miss Saigon, Show Boat, Les Misérables, and Phantom of the Opera.  

the most varied experiences of any venue in Chicago. We held the NFL draft, 
hosted citizen Naturalization Ceremonies, presented educational lectures, and 
welcomed former presidents, political dignitaries, and Supreme Court Justices, in 
addition to continuing to grow our incredible dance community. We have  
also enjoyed music by Chance the Rapper, Kanye West, Charlie Puth, Wilco,  
Neil Young, Jason Isbell, Sigur Ros, The National, Eddie Vedder, and many more. 

and restore this treasured building. Typically, more than 250 performances 
and events attract over a quarter of a million people every year to Chicago’s 
landmark theatre, making it a true staple in Chicago and the rest of the world. As 
a source of exceptional artistic and cultural experiences poised at the gateway 
to Grant Park, Lake Michigan, State Street, and Michigan Avenue, the Auditorium 
Theatre is a cornerstone of the “Cultural Mile” and a vital and enduring presence 
that helps transform and elevate the surrounding environment.

•  100K audience members last year and counting!
•  $35,000+ raised and donated to Operation 

White Stork at Kyiv City Ballet’s visit 
•  439 students participated in ArtsXChange
•  66 participants attend Hearts to Art
•  5 Creative Engagement and Education Programs
•  Supporting underrepresented communities 

through dynamic programming

•  60 neighborhoods reached through our 
outreach programs

•  50 states, plus DC and PR, were represented by 
our patrons

•  25+ countries represented by our patrons
•  49 schools attended our Student Matinees
•  Fostering new collaborations and partnerships 

with local dance companies 

1889 
Auditorium Theatre 

1945 
Post WWII closes 
Auditorium’s doors

1960s 
Beatrice Spachner: 
renovate and 
restore!

1967 
Re-opening night 
performance

1975 
Declared a National 
Historic Landmark

2020 
COVID-19 pandemic 
closes Auditorium’s 
doors 

2021 
Reopened after 
600 days with a 
record-breaking 
season!

And beyond! 
Building your 
memories with 
the best in 
entertainment! 

BUILDING COMMUNITY 

BABY CHANGING TABLES are located in both the men’s 
and women’s restrooms, located on the Lower Level and
on Level 3 of the Theatre.

CHILDREN: All guests must have a ticket for entry, and
in all instances, babies in arms are not permitted. It is the
sole responsibility of the parent or guardian to research
and judge the content of a performance as appropriate 
for their child’s age and level of maturity. There is no 
official rating system for live performance.

COAT CHECK is located between Aisle 2 and Aisle 3 in
the Main Floor Lobby. Please note that our Coat Check
only accepts credit card transactions. The Coat Check
also features complimentary seat cushions/booster seats,
disposable ear plugs, and assisted listening devices.

ELECTRONICS, PHOTOGRAPHY, AND VIDEO: Please
turn off ALL electronic devices that may ring, beep,
vibrate, or otherwise produce a sound that may disrupt
performances. The use of video, photography, or any
other recording devices is strictly prohibited during
performances.

EMERGENCY EXIT: Please take a moment to locate the
nearest emergency exit closet to your seating area. In the
unlikely event of an emergency, please remain calm, and
follow the instructions from the Auditorium Theatre team
members.

FILMING NOTICE: Please be aware there may be video
recording and/or photography of audience members
taking place throughout the day. By entering the theatre,
you consent to your voice, name, image, and/or likeness
being used, without compensation, by the Auditorium
Theatre, in any medium of publicity or advertising, and
you release the Auditorium Theatre, its members, agents,
employees, and board from any liability.

FIREARMS: In compliance with the Illinois Firearms
Concealed Carry Act, the Auditorium Theatre prohibits
the carrying of weapons of any kind in the theatre and on
theatre property.

FIRST AID SERVICES: In the event you require medical
assistance, please see an Auditorium Theatre team
member.

FOOD & BEVERAGE: Concessions are open on the Main
Floor Lobby for all performances. Additional concession
locations will be open throughout the Theatre lobbies for
certain performances. Outside food and beverages are
not allowed inside the building. Please note that our Coat

Check, Merchandise, and Concession locations only 
accept credit card transactions.

HEALTH SAFETY: Our priority is the safety and comfort 
of all our guests in our theatre. To find out more informa-
tion and for the most up to date protocols for our venue 
and your specific event, please check the Safety Page on 
the Auditorium Theatre website at auditoriumtheatre.org

LATE SEATING: The Auditorium Theatre has a strict 
policy of no late seating. Guests arriving after a perfor-
mance has begun, or leaving the seating area for any 
reason, will be seated in a designated section and may 
take their ticketed seats at intermission, if applicable. For 
further information regarding late seating policies for 
your specific event, please see any Auditorium Theatre 
team member.

LOST AND FOUND: Found articles should be left with
any Auditorium Theatre team member. To determine
whether a personal article has been turned in to the
Lost and Found, please call 312.341.2300. Any items
lost or presumed stolen are not the responsibility of the
Auditorium Theatre. Lost and Found items will be held 
onsite for 30 days only.

PROHIBITED ITEMS: Cameras (photo or video),
professional camera equipment (tripods, monopods, etc.)
and/or audio recording equipment of any kind are NOT
permitted in the theatre during an event. In addition:
firearms, weapons of any kind, large bags, backpacks,
outside food and drinks, helium balloons, bullhorns or
noisemakers, gifts, costumes, masks covering face, 
confetti or glitter, UAVs/drones, hover boards, luggage,-
signs of any type, and other items deemed unsafe by 
management are prohibited.

RESTROOMS/ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS are located on
the Main Floor, Lower Level, and Level 3 of the Theatre.
There are 2 accessible gender-neutral restrooms located 
in the Southwest corner of the Main Lobby and 2 addi-
tional accessible gender-neutral restrooms located on 
Level 3 of the Theatre.

SECURITY: Upon arrival, all guests will be required to
follow all security protocols and screenings, which may
include walk through metal detectors and/or handheld
wands in order to gain access into the venue.

SMOKING of any kind, including e-cigarettes and
vaporizers, is strictly prohibited inside the theatre and
within 25 feet of any entrances.

Auditorium Theatre
Venue Policies & Amenities
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Complexions’ Tatiana Melendez and Vincenzo Di Primo, photo by Rachel Neville.

Deeply Rooted  
Dance Theater 
NOV 3, 2023

Sugar Hill: The Ellington / 
Strayhorn Nutcracker 
DEC 19–30, 2023 

Terence Blanchard:  
Film Scores LIVE! 
JAN 13, 2024 

Complexions  
Contemporary Ballet 
FEB 3, 2024

Compañía Nacional de Danza  
FEB 10, 2024

Trinity Irish Dance Company 
MAR 3, 2024

MOMIX
MAR 9, 2024 

Alvin Ailey  
American Dance Theater 
APR 17–21, 2024 

South Chicago  
Dance Theatre 
APR 27, 2024

2023–24 SEASON SPONSORS

Official Hotel Partner

2023–24 SERIES SPONSORS

Florian 
Fund

Global and  
Made In Chicago Dance

Made In Chicago Dance

Joyce  
Chelberg 

Pamela 
Crutchfield

Patti Eylar and 
Charlie Gardner 


