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of "Swan Lake’

lildhood and carefully trained ~ is the essence of the troupe,
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tionally trapped Odette, but
she came to flashy life as
QOdile, with thrilling split lifts
and fleet footwork. Fadeev
has a lovely line and is an ele-
gant partner, though he
seemed-exhausted in the final
moments and botched a lift.
But there was no particular
chemistry visible between
these two dancers.

The choreography for
Rothbart (danced by Ilya
Kuznetsov) is less than in-
spired, although this evil sor-
cerer’s taunting lifts of the
trapped Odette were quite
effective. -

Irina Golub, Ekaterina Os-
molkina and Anton Korsakov
were the outstanding trio of
“the Prince’s friends” in the
first act. The famous synchro-
nized pes de quatre for four
swans was danced perfectly if
a bit joylessly. Polina Rassad-

ina was a standout as a sinewy
Spanish dancer, and the other
“national” dances — Neapoli-
tan and Hungarian, plus a
mazurka — were danced with
style and spice. Landings were
invariably solid; placement
was ideal. If you wish to glide
with the swans — whether for
the first time or the 50th — the
Kirov is the flock of choice.
One last noter The Kirov's

_ visit (its first here in 16 years)

has arrived on the heels of the
Joffrey Ballet’s “Cinderella”
and New York City Ballet’s
first visit in more than 25
years. In addition, Russia’s
Eifman Ballet, American Bal-
let Theatre and the Joffrey all
are set for engagements in the
coming months. So far, audi-
ences have been huge. Could
the City of Big Shoulders be
turning into Ballet Central?
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