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LESSON PLAN:

UGRR Stops in lllinois

H
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Overview:
Students will research various sites and key players in the lllinois UGRR system.

Students will map locations of UGRR sites, major rivers, cities and towns in lllinois.
Students will measure distances of travel using basic measurement, multiplication and division skills.

Students will interpret clues as to how runaways were able to travel north safely to freedom.

Central Questions:

* How and why did the UGRR develop in lllinois?

* How extensive was the UGRR network in Illinois?

« What was the journey on the UGRR like? What natural and human obstacles did runaways meet?
* How long did some journeys take?

+ How did runaways determine which course to travel?

Objectives:

« Students will research various UGRR sites and their influence on lllinois history.

« Students will create a map of UGRR sites to include rivers, cities and towns in lllinois.

+ Students will measure the distance and time of a runaway’s journey from various cities in Missouri and Kentucky on the way to Chicago.
« Students will examine ways in which African Americans escaped and traveled in lllinois.

Activity Time:
(2) 40-minute sessions

Materials:

« INCLUDED Handout: Scale Map of lilinois

+ INCLUDED Handout: UGRR Sites in lllinois

« INCLUDED Handouts: Group Information Sheet — St. Louis, Louisville, Jackson, Hannibal
+ U.S. Atlas

* Ruler

« Pens, Pencils

« Colored pencils, crayons or markers

« Encyclopedia, Internet, and other reference books may be helpful

Note:
This lesson may be too advanced for younger students. Please adjust and scale back as necessary.

_—_—
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Connection to lllinois Learning Standards:

READING:
State Goal 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.
State Goal 4:  Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.

SCIENCE:

State Goal 10: Collect, organize and analyze data using statistical methods; predict results; and interpret uncertainty using concepts
of probability.

State Goal 12:  Understand the fundamental concepts, principals and interconnections of the life, physical and earth/space sciences.

MATH:
State Goal 7:  Estimate, make and use measurements of objects, quantities and relationships and determine acceptable levels
of accuracy.

Introduction:

Who traveled on the Underground Railroad?

Was it really underground?

What do you think it would be like to be a passenger on the Underground Railroad?
Discuss what students might need to do before beginning a journey on the UGRR.
What do you think you might do to make sure you stay safe and healthy?

Where are you going to go? Why there?

What are the risks?

How are you going to avoid getting caught?

o N oA W

Procedure:

1. Break the students into groups of 4-5.

2. Each group gets a copy of the handouts: Scale Map of lllinois, Information Sheet of Underground Railroad Stops in lllinois, and a
Group Identification Sheet.

3. Where is lllinois? What other states do you see? Which states were free and which were not? How do you know? Point out free
states and slave states.

4. lllinois was considered a free state. What did that mean to slaves in Missouri and Kentucky?

5. The Missouri Compromise passed in 1820. The issue was resolved with a two-part compromise. The northern part of
Massachusetts became Maine and was admitted to the Union as a free state at the same time that Missouri was admitted as a
slave state, thereby maintaining a balance of 12 slave and 12 free states. Fugitive slaves could be apprehended north of the
compromise line and returned to their owners.

6. Now imagine that you are a slave in St. Louis, Missouri. Who can point to St. Louis on the map? Continue to point to the
starting places of all groups in the class until all have been identified.

7. Today you are going to map your route on the UGRR in lllinois. Some of you will pretend to be slaves in St. Louis, some of you
slaves in Louisville, KY, some of you from Jackson, MO, and Hannibal, MO. You want to go to Chicago where you know
abolitionists protect runaways. Who can tell me what an abolitionist is?

[ ] B | T P—
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Procedure (continued)
8. To get from your location to Chicago, you have to make three stops on three different UGRR sites in lllinois.
9. To make the journey safely, you must:
« Choose three different UGRR stops from the UGRR Stops in lllinois Information Sheet.
- Mark the stops on your lllinois map.
- Mark where Chicago is on your map.
- Draw rivers and bodies of water in blue.
- You must be prepared to explain to us why you chose those three stops.
+ Whom do you meet that helps you on the passage?
- You must detail at least two different people who assist you at the stops.
- How do they help you (food...money...how else could they help you — think outside the box!)?
« Explain how you get from place to place.
- On foot? - Boat?
- Stagecoach? - Train?
+ What time of the year is it? How does the season affect your journey?
+ How do you know which way to go?
— Astrology? - The North Star? - Maps? - Which way does the river flow?
« How long does your journey take? How do you travel? Be realistic! There were no cars or airplanes back then! Only feet,
stagecoaches, trains, and boats!
+ How many total miles have you traveled?
- Use the key at the bottom of your map - Use your ruler

As a group, present your journey to the class. Make sure the students correctly label their stops on the map. Don't forget, we want
to hear about the people you met along the way!

*Teacher Note: As students work in groups, check to make sure their choices are realistic.

Glossary of Terms:

Free State: a state that did not allow slavery. lllinois was considered a free state while Missouri and Kentucky were slave states.

Abolitionist: an opponent of slavery who often helped runaway slaves on their journey to freedom. This help could have been in
the form of food, shelter, transportation or money.

Missouri Compromise: Missouri gained admission to the Union as a slave state, with a provision that portions of the Louisiana
Territory lying north of 36 30" north latitude would be free. (This limitation was later overturned by the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act
and by the 1857 Dred Scott case.) Second, Maine was simultaneously admitted to statehood, which enabled the Senate to maintain
the balance between slave and free state representation — twelve of each. The enabling act of March 6, 1820, made it clear,
however, that fugitive slaves could be apprehended north of the compromise line and returned to their owners.

_—_—
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NAME:

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SITES IN ILLINOIS

Aurora Congregational Church

Location: Aurora, lllinois

What happened there?

Abolitionists met and discussed the antislavery cause.
Key players: Frederick Douglass, General John Farnsworth

Bernadotte Covered Bridge

Location: Futon County, lllinois

What happened there?

A slave hunter was killed when he tried to catch a runaway.

Lucius Read House

Location: Byron, lllinois

What happened there? The Read family provided safe place for
runaways making their way north on the UGRR.

Key players: Lucius Read

Henry Berry House

Location: Cuba, lllinois

What happened there?

A stairway in the house led passengers on the UGRR to a secret
“room behind a room” where they could hide.

Key players: Henry Berry

Stagecoach Inn
Location: Chatham, lllinois
What happened there? Likely UGRR station.

The Graue Mill

Location: Oakbrook, lllinois

What happened there? Located right on the Salt Creek, it was
an ideal location for hiding slaves.

Key players: John Coe

Jesse Kellogg House

Location: Sycamore, lllinois

What happened there? A station on the UGRR, the home had a
small room connected to an outside door. There was also a
secret dugout under a corn granary (storeroom) great for hiding.
Key players: Deacon Jesse Kellogg

[
AUDITRIUM THEATRE

of ROOSEVELT UNf%ERSITY

T 1

Department of Creative Engagement—Margaret Garner Outreach
Promoting Multidimensional Learning

0ld Polo Home

Location: Polo, lllinois

What happened there? Station on the UGRR- had a 3 foot high
tunnel leading from the cellar to the barn.

Key players: Samuel and Elizabeth Waterbury

Pierce Downer House

Location: Downers Grove, lllinois

What happened there? The home was built so close to a major
road that stagecoaches and wagons had easy access to this
UGRR station.

Key players: Pierce Downer

Thomas Filer House

Location: Glen Ellyn, lllinois

What happened there? A tunnel ran from the house to a barn
where grass insulated walls muffled the sounds of runaway slaves.

Luther Birge House

Location: Farmington, lllinois

What happened there? Because it was located near a stream, a
railroad, a road, and a wooded area, this site on the UGRR was
an ideal spot for a stopover.

Key players: Deacon Luther Birge

Everett House

Location: Quincy, lllinois

What happened there? This house was rumored to have
a tunnel that ran from the sub-basement right to the
Mississippi River.

Mother Rudd House

Location: Gurnee, lllinois

What happened there?

This barn served as a hiding spot on the UGRR.
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SITES IN ILLINOIS (CONTINUED)

ASA Talcott House

Location: Jacksonville, IL

What happened there?

Runaways were hidden in the front of this house.
Key players: Asa Talcott, Ben Henderson

Putnam County Cave

Location: Hennipan, lllinois

What happened there? This cave may have been an escape
tunnel from the Putnam County Courthouse. Sculptures were
found there that may have been used as a form of
communication between UGRR passengers and station agents.

Damon G. Tunnicliff House

Location: Macomb, lllinois

What happened there? This house had a trap door that was
used as a hiding place for runaways.

Key players: Judge Damon G. Tunnicliff

Garfield Farm
Location: St. Charles, lllinois
What happened there? Supposed station on the UGRR.

Port Byron Congregational Church

Location: Port Byron, lllinois

What happened there? Due to its location at the top of the
Mississippi River rapids, stagecoaches were ferried across the
river in Port Byron. Though the church was not a stop on the
UGRR, this areas was an ideal place for slaves to jump ship onto
northern bound steamboats.

Elijah Dresser Barn

Location: Lynnville, lllinois

What happened there? UGRR passengers were welcomed, fed
and guided to the next stop on their escape route here.
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Terwilliger House

Location: Bull Valley, lllinois

What happened there? The house had a domed shaped roof
called a cupola. It was used as a lookout point abolitionists
used when assisting UGRR passengers.

Key players: Samuel Terwilliger

Cupola House
Location: Marengpo, lllinois

What happened there? A lantern was placed in the window of
the dome-shaped roof when it was a safe place to stop. It also
has a secret room which could be entered from a hidden
entrance near the front steps.

Key players: Charles Hibbard

Judson Green House

Location: Plainfield, lllinois

What happened there? Known UGRR station.
Key players: Judson Green

Sheldon Peck House

Location: Lombard, lllinois

What happened there? A station on the UGRR that was stop
over for slaves until Mr. Peck could safely transport them to
Chicago.

Key players: Sheldon Peck

Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Location: Downtown Chicago

What happened there? Very active UGRR station. Runaways
often kept traveling as far North as Canada after reaching
Chicago.

Key players: Operators of this station were often men and
women who had personally experience enslavement.

John Fairbanks House

Location: Warrenville, lllinois

What happened there? The basement of this house had a
removable stone slab that led to an underground tunnel and cave.
Key players: John Fairbanks
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SITES IN ILLINOIS (CONTINUED)

E.C. Guild Residence

Location: Wayne Center, lllinois

What happened there? Known UGRR station.
Key players: Dr.and Mrs. E.C. Guild

Wheaton College

Location: Wheaton, lllinois

What happened there? UGRR station said to have been a
stopping point before moving slaves to Glen Ellyn and Mr.
Thomas Flier.

Key players: Lucius Matlock, Jonathan Blanchard

Tanner Barn

Location: Byron, lllinois

What happened there? The stone walls of the barn had tunnels
and caves built into them. It is thought that the barn was part
of a larger system of underground passageways beneath the
city of Byron.

Paw Paw Post Office

Location: Naperville, lllinois

What happened there? This was a stagecoach stop. It had an
unnoticeable trapdoor cut into the floor of the parlor (living
room).

Historic Bureau County House
Location: LaMoille, lllinois
What happened there? Known UGRR station.

The Blodgett Home

Location: Downers Grove, lllinois

What happened there? This was the reunion site of a hushand
and wife who had feared they had been forever separated by
the actions of a slaveholder. Reunions of families divided by
slavery were very rare.

Tall Grasses, Forests, Caves, & Cornfields
Location: All over the state of lllinois

What happened there?

These were natural hiding places for runaways.

Underground Chambers/The Halliday Hotel

Location: Cairo, lllinois

What happened there? Underground chambers provided
hiding places that led to the basement of the hotel.

Owen Lovejoy Home

Location: Princeton, lllinois

What happened there? A secret door hidden behind a
bedroom dresser opened up to a large closet. This was one of
the most active UGRR stations in the state of lllinois.

Key players: Owen Lovejoy, John Howard

Schram House

Location: Pontoosuc, lllinois

What happened there? Rooms built into the hillside provided
concealment opportunities for runaway slaves. Sometimes they
even found transportation here,

Key players: John M. Schram

Overton Log Cabin

Location: Bernadotte, lllinois

What happened there? Known UGRR station.
Key players: Francis Overton

New Bethel A.M.E. Church

Location: Alton, lllinois

What happened there? Many UGRR passengers escaping from
Missouri came ashore here.

Key players: Erastus Green and George Hindman

_—_—
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NAME:

GROUP INFORMATION SHEET — ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

Choose THREE different Underground Railroad stops that can get you from St. Louis to Chicago.
1.
2.
3.

Mark your stops on the map with RED PENCIL.
Mark Chicago on the map with GREEN PENCIL.
Draw the major rivers and bodies of water in BLUE PENCIL.

Why did you choose your first stop?

Why did you choose your second stop?

Why did you choose your third stop?

Using the UGRR Sites in lllinois sheet and an encyclopedia or the Internet, decide on two people who helped you on the passage.

First Person?
Why did they help you?

How did they help you?

Second Person?

Why did they help you?
How did they help you?

[ ] B | T P—
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Group Information Sheet — St. Louis, Missouri  (continued)

Explain how you got from stop to stop.
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

What time of the year was it? How does it affect your journey?

How did you know which way to go?

How long do you think your journey will take? Be realistic! There were no cars or airplanes back then!

Using your ruler, a pencil, and the key at the bottom of your map, figure out how many miles it is from:
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

How many TOTAL miles have you traveled?

If you traveled on foot at 4 miles per hour (mph) without stopping, how long would the entire journey take?
Days: and Hours:

Hours:

Minutes:

[ ] B | PE——
AUDITMRIUM 'THEATRE Department of Creative Engagement—Margaret Garner Outreach

of ROOSEVELT UNIFERSITY Promoting Multidimensional Learning

PAGE | 39



SECTION 3 | UNDERGROUND RAILROAD STOPS IN ILLINOIS | GRoup inFormaTION sheeT | HANDOUT

NAME:

GROUP INFORMATION SHEET — JACKSON, MISSOURI

Choose THREE different Underground Railroad stops that can get you from Jackson to Chicago.
1.
2.
3.

Mark your stops on the map with RED PENCIL.
Mark Chicago on the map with GREEN PENCIL.
Draw the major rivers and bodies of water in BLUE PENCIL.

Why did you choose your first stop?

Why did you choose your second stop?

Why did you choose your third stop?

Using the UGRR Sites in lllinois sheet and an encyclopedia or the Internet, decide on two people who helped you on the passage.

First Person?
Why did they help you?

How did they help you?

Second Person?

Why did they help you?
How did they help you?

[ ] B | T P—
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Group Information Sheet — Jackson, Missouri  (continued)

Explain how you got from stop to stop.
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

What time of the year was it? How does it affect your journey?

How did you know which way to go?

How long do you think your journey will take? Be realistic! There were no cars or airplanes back then!

Using your ruler, a pencil, and the key at the bottom of your map, figure out how many miles it is from:
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

How many TOTAL miles have you traveled?

If you traveled on foot at 4 miles per hour (mph) without stopping, how long would the entire journey take?

Days: and Hours:
Hours:
Minutes:
[ ] B | T P—
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NAME:

GROUP INFORMATION SHEET — HANNIBAL, MISSOURI

Choose THREE different Underground Railroad stops that can get you from Hannibal to Chicago.
1.
2.
3.

Mark your stops on the map with RED PENCIL.
Mark Chicago on the map with GREEN PENCIL.
Draw the major rivers and bodies of water in BLUE PENCIL.

Why did you choose your first stop?

Why did you choose your second stop?

Why did you choose your third stop?

Using the UGRR Sites in lllinois sheet and an encyclopedia or the Internet, decide on two people who helped you on the passage.

First Person?
Why did they help you?

How did they help you?

Second Person?

Why did they help you?
How did they help you?

[ ] B | T P—
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Group Information Sheet — Hannibal, Missouri  (continued)

Explain how you got from stop to stop.
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

What time of the year was it? How does it affect your journey?

How did you know which way to go?

How long do you think your journey will take? Be realistic! There were no cars or airplanes back then!

Using your ruler, a pencil, and the key at the bottom of your map, figure out how many miles it is from:
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

How many TOTAL miles have you traveled?

If you traveled on foot at 4 miles per hour (mph) without stopping, how long would the entire journey take?

Days: and Hours:
Hours:
Minutes:
[ ] B | T P—
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NAME:

GROUP INFORMATION SHEET — LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

Choose THREE different Underground Railroad stops that can get you from Louisville to Chicago.
1.
2.
3.

Mark your stops on the map with RED PENCIL.
Mark Chicago on the map with GREEN PENCIL.
Draw the major rivers and bodies of water in BLUE PENCIL.

Why did you choose your first stop?

Why did you choose your second stop?

Why did you choose your third stop?

Using the UGRR Sites in lllinois sheet and an encyclopedia or the Internet, decide on two people who helped you on the passage.

First Person?
Why did they help you?

How did they help you?

Second Person?

Why did they help you?
How did they help you?
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Group Information Sheet — Louisville, Kentucky (continued)

Explain how you got from stop to stop.
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

What time of the year was it? How does it affect your journey?

How did you know which way to go?

How long do you think your journey will take? Be realistic! There were no cars or airplanes back then!

Using your ruler, a pencil, and the key at the bottom of your map, figure out how many miles it is from:
First stop to second stop:

Second stop to third stop:

Third stop to Chicago:

How many TOTAL miles have you traveled?

If you traveled on foot at 4 miles per hour (mph) without stopping, how long would the entire journey take?

Days: and Hours:
Hours:
Minutes:
[ ] B | T P—
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NAME:
Scale of Miles
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