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Miami City Ballet comes to Chicago at last

By Eid Bmith
EPECIALTO THETRIEAINE

After nearly aquarter-century; it'=high
timethe Miami City Ballst made its Chicago
detut.

The"dstut” iz in fact atechnical cne; the
tron pa parformed atthe Ravinia Festival

many seasons 3go0. But ite gig this wedkend at

theanditcrinm Theatre will bs itz official
‘borwr dowmn town, Ehowring of f the company
thatlagendary Bdward ¥Willella built. Works
on tap includetwa by Villslls's mentor
George Balanchine, 2z well &= Twyla Tharp's
majestic, postmodarn masterpicos “In the
Upper Room, " restaged by Elains Endo,
onetimaIdikhail Baryshnikowvdancing
partner.

“Ifesl the mmpany is mach ing a matritsy
right nowr and that our dancers have ar-
rived,” ¥illellasays in as=eesing the oom-
pany; which i down fromits high pointof 57
danecers 1043, a nod to the economy: * They're
awars, bright and kmow who thesrare on-
stage

Sincs he m-founded thetmupe24 years
3g0, thers has bean turnovar. But mansrof the
performers now with him have been in the
ocompany for some time, somea for 10 years.
Fiven his predilsction for disverserepeartoirs,
that segeoning is wall apprecisted.

*Lioan sy gu ardedly wea havwe 3 vast mpers
toire in terms of styls,” Villsllasays. "There's
notjust the 18th century basa that inflnences
somuch ballst There's the neoclamzicizmof
Balanchine and themixof modern, jazs,
ballst andethnic you find in Tharp. i tak=e
time for people trained in 18th ;enturytech-
niquatobe abls tojump from styleto styla

The fnditcrin mvisit will bea meturn for
¥illella —he danced thers when thellew
Tork CityBallest reopaned thetheater dec
ades agn. Ha cheesathe works on the program
carefully Balanchine's *Symphony in Threes

CHICAGO

Miami City Ballet

Whan: 8p.m. Friday and Satuiday, 2 p.m.
Sunday

Whare: Auditoriurn Theatre, 50 E. Congress
Pavkway

Tickets: §30-559; S00-952-2757 or
tickatmastarcom

comvey to the dancers the things Balanch ins
saidtomsin Theee are acted
geetures, surs, but thers's asnbetancabe-
hindthem, they=stem from alargar idea. The
women thrust their arms up at ons point,
reminizzent of an explosion. He oncs told me
tothink of part of the pas de deuxas the
landing of 3 helicopter:

“Iwaethers, andit's nombenttopaesit
o, hesgye. "It ey for ballsts to gatlost ™

Villdlatakes awry attitndstowardthe
older da=ics, such &= the “Black Swan" pas
de denx. “Everybody has their own wersion
ofthese damsics, and who knows how much
has been truth fully retained? Tjnst work to
keap itta=tefinl andnot oo much of acirms.

Also worth catching

B Matya Dance Theatre: Said to be thaoldest
Indian dancs company in theTlS., this com-
pany is Elsbrating its 3%th ann iversarsrwith
performances Satirday and Snnday; plus a
family-oriented Sstrday mat ines. “Mar

Movements" (get to Stravin=ky) and his
“Walza Fantaizie 183" will join thecla=sical
“Bladz Swan "pa de deux from “Swan
Ll

“Balanchins thought ‘Symphony in Thres
Mowements' 3 master work, andl agres,”
Villellasaye. “Tt's cna of the mors oompli-
cated ballets ['veesnar superisnosd

PUBLIC LIBRARY

CHICAGO

BOOK

FESTIVAL

OCTOBER
| 1112009

The Chicago Public Library presents a celebration
of books and reading featuring appearances by authors
Salman Rushdie, Madeleine Albright, Jian Ping, Kathy Griffin,
Michael Chaben, Patrick Somerville and many more.

For a full schedule of events visit chipublib org
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ON SALE TOMORROW

gam: the Sacred Fath” isa program of six
piecse, including of Hema Rajagopalan’'="In
Praizecf Ganssha,” atrituteto thehalf
man-half elephant Hindu god who remoses
obetades from one's path. Rurk Foge Cemir
Jor the Arves, 106 W Dear bure Plrov, 312-337-

Inhisdancing days, ¥illslla was one of
Balanch ine's more dectrifying mals per
formers, and hedanoed the pasde deusxin
“Symphony’ at its premisrs “Loan bring to
thee works a knowledgeof what's wrong

and what's right, " hesays of his influencs in 6543 or naepoge.ong
mehearsal. “This iz an anti-war ballst, &tra-
winsky's reaction to World War IL andItryto  omfbabiem@iibuee oom

4 lessons
starting at *105

For beginner through
advanced intermediate players

Lessons begin Cctober 29

TenniSchook™ iz simply the best way to
improve your game. Starting at 3105, you get
four lessore over fourweeks taught by top pros.
You'll also enjoy teo parties, our practice lanes
ard fitness certer

Dorit have a racquet? Well lerd vouore.
INeed babysitting for the kids? Its here.

INeed Lesson times that work with your schedule?
Wiie've got tors of times to choose from.

Sign up today and take your game to the rext
level. Midtown membership not equired.

Ta msene yourspot, call today

Space & limited.

773.235.2300
MIDTOWN

TENNIE CLUB
2000West Fullerton Avenue, Chicago, IL 4088
midtown.com
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